IMPORTANT: QUALIFICATIONS UPDATE : GCSE AND BTEC

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Education Act 2011, based on the White Paper “The Importance of Teaching”, will come into force in Autumn 2011.  It brings important changes affecting every child in every school.  We hope you find this summary of the most important points of value.

Following the realisation that a number of schools were artificially – sometimes enormously – inflating their apparent attainment by abandoning GCSEs for a range of other qualifications, including BTecs.  This is because these alternative qualifications have previously been counted as being “worth” more than one GCSE equivalent (often up to 4 GCSE equivalent).

However, while these alternative qualifications do have a place in a broad, balanced curriculum for some pupils, they are not as appropriate as GCSE for all pupils and are a less effective preparation for AS level and beyond.

Despite the temptation to take advantage of this loophole, especially where we may suffer by superficial comparison with those that have, we have never, nor will we ever, betray the life chances of our pupils and students by presenting them with inappropriate courses and qualifications.  The philosophy of Alder Grange is that every pupil is valued as an individual.  They have a right to have a say in which courses they follow and what qualification they achieve.  To this end, timetables are individual and personalised wherever possible to achieve the best match of subjects and qualifications appropriate to the student.

